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Questions

1.

If Moshe was to be instructed to speak to the rock, why did Hashem

have to say “Kach es Hamateh”?

Why did water come forth from the rock if Moshe hit it?... Shouldn't

the rock have waited until Moshe spoke to it to give forth the water?

Why did Hashem not want Moshe to hit the rock? The last time
Moshe was so instructed, he was instructed to hit it?.. What changed
that this time "speaking" was the required method and last time

"hitting" was the appropriate method?

Please list some of the opinions as to why Moshe indeed hit the rock?

Certainly he heard the instructions.

Why did Hashem use the words "ya'an lo he'emantem bi" (20:12) to
describe this sin? Why not "didn't listen to me"?

On a level of Pshat, why the drastic punishment of not entering Eretz

Yisroel for such a seemingly minor sin?
On a chassidic level, same question as above?
What date and year (of the 40) did this take place?

In Parshas Va'eschanan, Moshe tells us how he prayed (515 times) for
Hashem to change the decree. Why don't want we find Moshe in

Parshas Chukas responding in any way?
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Introduction

The episode of Mei Merivah (“Waters of Dispute”)! is one of the most
puzzling events recorded in the Torah. In response to his committing an
ambiguous and mysterious sin, Moshe is barred by G-d from ever entering
the Land of Israel.

Despite the superabundance of commentary provided throughout the ages,
the real significance and magnitude of this misdeed remains elusive. The
failure to grasp the true nature of Moshe’s transgression finds expression in
the Torah’s words, 2in12p nx WX ¥y72 X2 — no person knows his place of burial,
meaning no one has successfully uncovered the reason for his death and

confinement to the desert.?

What follows is an in depth exploration of the solutions offered by a vast

number of commentaries on this subject.
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